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Start with a
3BR/3Bath

house on grade. SEDROOMS

BATH

KITCHEN
DIMING AND LIVING
OUTDOOR DECK

Stack the kitchen
and baths to create
a heated core.

Tilt up the haliway
. to become stairs.

Stack the
bedrooms

Raise the living
space to access
the view.
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Result:
Tower House
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project
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THOMAS GLUCK, DAVID HECHT, MARISA KOLODNY

photos Paul Warchol - text Matteo Vercelloni

ABOVE: PROGRAMMATIC COMPOSITIONAL DIAGRAM OF THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE VERTICAL SPACES.
LONGITUDINAL SECTION THROUGH THE LIVING AREA. OVERALL VIEW OF THE HOUSE AT DUSK, WiTH THE FACADE
TOWARDS THE STACKED BEDROOMS AND THE OVERHANGING HORIZONTALVOLUME OF THE LIVING AREA
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The design path is marked by precisc choices
that arc assembled in a program of necessary
spacces, organizing a central block of services
fMlanked on once side by a glazed staircase that
cmphasizes the ascending movement, and on
the other by carefully calibrated rooms, with
their own bathrooms and closets, to form an

essential nighttime arca on three levels The

resulting trunk supports a fourth level at the
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top, for the living area, obtained hy interlocking
an overhanging horizontal parallelepiped in the
vertical volume of reference, resting on the most
extended side on two forked metal pillars that
blend in with the slender trunks of the nearby
trees The large open space perched at the top,
with a terrace on its roof, is placed next to the
kitchen, perfectly stacked on the central services
block
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E:" fper= VIEWS OF THE LIVING AREA ON THE UPPER LEVEL
e - —— OF THE HOUSE, WITH THE CONTINUOUS RIBBON WINDOW
THAT FRAMES THE 360° VIEW OF THE LANDSCAPE.
TABLE-BENCH BY VITRA (DESIGN GEORGE NELSON, 1946)
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VIEWS OF THE DINING AREA BESIDE THE KITCHEN, PLACED
OVER THE SERVICES BLOCK OF THE HOUSE. CHAIRS

BY FRITZ HANSEN (SERIES 7, DESIGN ARNE JACOBSEN)
AND VITRA (WIRE SERIES, DESIGN CHARLES & RAY EAMES).
ROUND TULIP TABLE BY EERO SAARINEN

FOR KNOLL INTERNATIONAL .

ON THE FACING PAGE: VIEW OF THE GLAZED STAIRWELL.
THE YELLOW STEPS UNDERLINE THE RIBBON OF ASCENT
TOTHE VARIOUS LEVELS.

The living area looks out on all sides ai the foliage
of the surrounding trees, with a ribbon window
that opens in pre-sel points to create a rhythm in
the regular frames that repeats, rotated by 90°, on
the continuous glazing of the bedrooms on the
levels below, framing the entire 360° panorama
like a film that follows the shadings of the daylight.
The white of the internal enclosures forms a
contrast with the bright yellow of the staircase that
underlines its role of ascent, displayed from the
outside as a domestic cutaway, open (o the natural
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selting. From the standpoint of energy use, the
insulated cenlral service block guarantees a high
level of efficiency of consumption, also due to the
possibility offered by the layout to heat only
certain zones of the house, In the summer months
cool air is brought into the volume of the staircase,
facing south, creating a chimney effect and
distributing the air to all the spaces in a natural
way, while 96% of the utilized waler is returned to
the carth, after having been purified by a central
septic system.
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