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pp. 104=105: View of family house
(below) and reereation building

feft) from the southiwest. Butldings a
buried, and grass-covered roof can be
occupied. All photos on pp. 104-109
by Paul Warchol
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Inspired by the tradition of Adirondack Great Camps, this modern
family retreat is an escape nestled into a heavily wooded lakefront
property in upstate New York. Like these early examples, the
program is distributed among a series of buildings located

across the site to promote engagement with the landscape. The
gatehouse garage, guest houses, family house, recreation building,
and boat house employ distinct responses required of site and
program at their respective place in a diverse environment.

The requisite bulk of a large public program is set into the
sloping landscape, providing a play of levels and terraces that
diminish the built presence and enhance the experience of the
lakeside site. These “non-buildings”™ are buried to seamlessly
integrate them into the landscape, with every interior level
opening to the ground plane Lo encourage interaction between
indoor and outdoor living. Full-height glass panels slide back in
bedrooms to become sleeping porches, while sunken courtyards
become outdoor living rooms.

The family house is the more private of the two main structures,
with entry and movement less prescribed through the building
than the recreation building, whose program is designed as

the gathering place for guests, arriving from their “cabins in

the woods™. The family house includes the master suite, guest
bedrooms, living and dining, kitchen and an open art gallery.
The recreation building houses lap pool and spa, gym, steam
room, changing rooms, kitchens, open living spaces and a
formal dining room that opens up to become a screened porch.
Visitors navigate their own interpretative plan in and out and
through the reconfigured landscape.

The integration of building and landscape enhances the
experience of the site. Wood screens break up the reflections of
the glass facades facing the lake to modulate privacy, scale the
facade and soften the interior light. From the lake, the buildings
peek through the trees, barely visible in their wood screen
camouflage. The new occupiable green roofs in fact create new
ground, expanding the use of the natural site. “Burying” the
built project works on multiple levels: it is energy efficient, it sits
lightly on the landscape, and creates an architectural tension
between the clarity and purity of the exposed construction above
the ground plan and the mystery and eccentricity of the spaces
below. What was inhospitable and uninhabitable becomes new
playing fields, outdoor dining terraces and recreational lookouts
to more fully experience the exceptional characteristics of the
geography of that particular place.
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Opposite: Evening view into pool / spa
and living room of recreation building.
Concrele slab buried in the ground
functions as thermal storage. Grass-
covered roof reduces heat gain. This
page: Interior view of pool / spa.
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Credits and Data

Project title: Lakeside Retreat

Program: Privale vacation retreat

Location: Adirondack Mountains, New York

Design period: December 2005-April 2009

Construction period: March 2007-April 2009

Architecture and construction: GLUCK+

Project team: Kees Brinkman, Holly Chacon, Kathy Chang, Steven Chen,
Christopher Farnum, Peter L. Gluck, Charles Greenwald, Bethia Liu,
Adam Manrique, Joseph Morin, Eric Schaefer

Structural engineer: Robert Silman Associates

Civil engineer: Jarrett-Martin Engineers

Geotechnical engineer: Dente Engineering

MEP engineer: [BC Engineering Services

Lighting: Lux Populi

Glazing: Front Inc.

Interior furnishings: Holmes Newman and Partners

Acoustical: Paul Scarbrough

Audio/Visual: HEDSouth

Structure: Steel and Conerete

Foundation: Concrete

Infrastructure:
Electricity: Connected to regular grid
Water / waste water: Well water / septic distribution
Other source of energy: Gas

Project area: 21 acres

Floor area: 10,600 sf (main house), 11,080 sf (recreation building)

1. Master bedroom 5. Co 9. Office 13, Changing room =
2. Master bath 8. Studio 10. Gallery 14. Gym P e -

3. Dressing room 7. Garage 11. Pool / spa 15. Serving kitchen A _

4. Sitting room 8, Living roam 12, Hot raom 16. Lounge -

First floor plan (scale: 1/1,000)./ 15 (8 2 1/1.000)
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