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“15outhease view WL LEL

This small vacation house s designed as a
stiirway to the treetops. Keeping the foor-
princ to & minimum so as not oo disoarb cthe
wooded site, cach of the first three floos
has only one small bedroom and bath, sach
& tiny privace suite. The wop floor, which
contains the living spaces, spreads out from
the rower like the surrounding forest
canopy, providing views of the lake and
mountaing in the distance. An osuedoor rool
terrace deck above extends the living space
above the reectops, offering 4 stunning
lookour to che long view. The glass-en-
closed stair also highlighes the procession
from forest floor to oreccop aene, while the
dark green, back-painted glass exterior
camouflages the house by reflecting the sur-
rounding woods, de-materializing its form.
At dusk, mini lighes dotting the cable rail
of the stair mimic local fireflies sparkling in
the woods as day turmns to dark.

As a vacation home, the Tower House is
used during a few weckends in the winger
and mest weekends in the summer. The de-
sign imperative wes o develop a sustain-
able, energy efficient solution with minimal
operiting costs and maintenance for a howse
oceupied part-time. The stacked norch-fac-
ing bedrooms rake advantage of light and

Skerch: looking over trees

views with floor ta ceiling glass, In oeder ta
optimize energy savings for hearing and
cooling in chis part-time residence, o cwo
part sustainable serategy was employed to
reduce the heating footprint of the house in
the winter and oo avoid the need for air con-
dicioning in the summer.

While che house is heared convention-
ally, by compressing and stacking all of the
wet zones of the house into an insulaced
central core, much of the house can be
“turned off” in che winter when not inuse,
When not in use, only TO0 square feet of
the 2,545 square foor house is heated. By
closang the building down to only the insu-
lited core, there is a 49 % reduction in en-
ergy use. In the summertime, the house
feels comfortable withowr air conditioning.
Cool air is drawn in and chrough the house
using the stack effect. South-facing glass
throughour the stairwell creares a solar
chimmey and as che heated air rises, it 15 ex-
hausted out the top, drawing in fresh air
through the house from the cooler norch
side.

A grove of 100 red maple trees plansed
on an S-foor grid aces as a transition be-
eween naturil forest and formalicy of house,

Gluck+ | Tower House  B7
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Sscenom

This house stands on o stunning native
landscape of land-marked live oaks and
frames the modern urban skyline of Austin
in the distance.

The forms of the house consist of a
floating box, the stainless steel structure on
which it sits, and the parcly buried base.
The guest bedrooms, media room, and ser-
vice arcas are locaved in the buried secrion.
An underground garage assures thar the
landscape remains free of automobiles and

106

driveways. The floating box, which is the
top floor, contains the family bedrooms.
Berween the ground plane and the
floating box is an entirely transparent
glassed enclosure that gives the living
room, dining room, and kitchen unob-
seructed views of the natural surroundings
on one side and the Austin skyline on the
other, The stainless-seeel structure holds the
mechanicals for the house and produces the
illusion of a wall-less space with a floating

form above.

An exterior rain screen protects the
walls from extreme heat, UV light, and
moisture. It is made up of resin-impreg-
nated panels finished with mahogany ve-
neer which allow air to circulave and keep
the walls cool and dry. Significant energy
savings from the louvered upper box and
butied spaces below more than offser thar
loss to glass on the main level.

An almaost surgical excavation of 7,000



yards of rock was necessary to provece the
roots of the land-marked live oaks, The
rock's stability permitted sharp vertical cuts
20 the house could be nestled close to the
trees in a composition thar makes the
building look as if it had always been there.
In an effore of re-use and cost reduction, the
rock was sold for nearby highway construc-
tigsn,

Moving through the building, the sec-
tinmal complexities add o che spatinl expe-

ricnces inside and ourside the house. The
sunken courtyard, formed by a sharp cut in
the earth, connects the ground foor o the
eransparent living room by an upward-slop-
ing grass ramp. This ramp becomes the moal’
of the buried sections, with skylights cut-
ring through the grass to provide natural
light for the spaces below.

This is a very large house thar appears
small, impacring the site minimally. “Bury-
ing” the project works on multiple levels:

is energy efficient, it sits lightly on the
landscape, and it creares an archatectiral
rension berween the clarity and puricy of
the exposed conscruction above the ground
plan and the mystery and eccentricity of the
spaces below,
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